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DEAR FRIENDS IN JESUS CHRIST, 

There were three priests; a Passionist, a Franciscan and a Diocesan. One day, they decided to find 

out who among them would be looking more similar to Jesus. So the Passionist priest put on his 

costume and went to a department store. When all the ladies and even men saw the Passionist priest, 

they shouted: “Oh, Fr. Daniel is here!” He failed. Then the Franciscan priest put on his costume 

and went to a big shopping mall; but sad to note, the ladies and men shouted: “Oh, Fr. John is 

here!” Again the Franciscan failed. It’s now the time for the Diocesan priest to prove himself. He 

went to a beerhouse and then the Guest Relation Officer (or GRO) shouted: “Oh, my Jesus, you are 

here again!” And the winner was the Diocesan priest. 

Today we celebrate and dramatize the beginning of Holy Week called the Palm Sunday. The 

disciples and the crowd hailed Jesus as king who comes in the name of the Lord. The scene has a 

celebration atmosphere with people shouting: “Hosanna!” or hail to the king. But they were 

somehow frustrated of this expectation in Jesus as the Messiah who will liberate them from the 

bondage of slavery. Instead of Jesus riding on a horse, which symbolizes physical force and victory 

in a battle, He was riding on a donkey which symbolizes humble service, a symbol of peace. In 

other words, by riding on a donkey, Jesus is bringing forth a message of peace that comes from God 

to His people. In this scene Jesus is the center of attention. 

Why the entry into Jerusalem? In the whole of the scripture, Jerusalem is pictured as a paradoxical 

center stage of Jewish life; because Jerusalem is regarded as the city of God. Jewish worship and 

religious rituals revolve around Jerusalem. Jerusalem was not a place of favor for prophets of Israel 

because a majority of them met their martyrdom there. Jesus’ case was not different. He knew that 

Jerusalem was a point of his final earthly ministry; still he was determined to go there, in order to 

fulfill his mission as the scripture has foretold and as he has predicted: “Nevertheless I must journey 

on today and tomorrow and the next day; for it cannot be that a prophet would perish outside of 

Jerusalem.” (Luke 13:33). Jesus’ determination to enter Jerusalem and face death without 

resistance was foretold in the first reading in the prophecy of Isaiah which reads, “I gave my back to 

those who struck me, and my cheeks to those who pulled out the beard; I did not hide my face from 

insult and spitting” (Is 50:6).   
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We all have our goals set by God for us to accomplish on earth which are strongly connected with 

our final goal, the heavenly Jerusalem. However, there are so many personal, social and political 

distractions, trials and tribulations, painful roads, true enemies and false friends that we have to 

battle with before we could reach our goals. Without being strong and firm like Jesus Christ we may 

fall on the roadside; but there is no one who claims to have successfully arrived who has not fallen 

severally. Jesus fell three times on the rocky road to Calvary but never remained on the ground. To 

fall is heroic, but to remain on the ground is a sign of failure. So, do not be afraid of falling, and do 

not be afraid of rising, for our Lord’s hands are ready to lift us up again if we are ready to continue 

the journey. 

Two things helped Jesus to remain stronger: one is Humility and the other is Self-emptying. To the 

Jews and Romans they are a bad omen and signs of weakness; but Jesus found strength in them. 

St. Paul in the second reading reminds us, “Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, 

who, though he was in the form of God, did not regard equality with God as something to be 

exploited, but emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, being born in human likeness. And being 

found in human form, he humbled himself and became obedient to the point of death – even death 

on a cross” (Philp 2:6-8). Therefore, to succeed we must be humble and do nothing out of personal 

interest. 

Christ did not die to remain in the grave forever. He died to rise again in glory. He who has learned 

to win victory through suffering will not abandon us in our times of suffering, as the prophet 

declares in the first reading, “The Lord God helps me; therefore, I have not been disgraced…and I 

know that I shall not be put to shame” (Is 50:7). May God help us to overcome the distractions on 

our way, so that we one day shall meet him in the heavenly Jerusalem.  

So my dear friends, during this Passion Sunday, we have palm branches or coconut leaves blessed, 

brought home and kept in altars and doorways. Soon they will wither; but let those dried up leaves 

in our homes reminds us that our love and loyalty to Christ should not wither and fade just like the 

enthusiasm of the pickle-minded (what in the world hahaha)  people on the first 

Passion Sunday. Also, we have to be competent in all things that we do. We should try to pray 

about it and talk to God about being good and loving. Amen 
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