
Dear friends in Jesus Christ, 

Today, we are in the fifth Sunday of Lent and the kindness and mercy of God is still overflowing 

through the Gospel of today too. I would like you all to reflect about the Gospel of today in the 

light of the Word of God taken from the Gospel of John 3:17 “For God did not send His Son into 

the world to condemn the world, but to save the life through Him.”  

 

The Gospel of today very clearly reminds us to count our blessings, not the problems. Yes, dear 

friends, it is when we begin to count our problems we create a tendency to condemn others and 

everything in this world. The scribes and Pharisees brought a sinful woman before Jesus as an 

object, to trap Him; but Jesus in His great love, transformed the object into a subject. Only as 

long as we are able to consider other as a subject only, we can create a better world here.  

 

Reflecting about the Gospel, think about the strange attitude of the scribes and Pharisees! They 

are the appointed people to lead others to God, but they miserably fail in their duty as a religious 

guide and leader and degrade themselves to join with the crowd to kill the sinner than the sin. So, 

let us hate the sin, rather than the sinner, and be merciful to the sinner and pray for them, like St. 

John Mary Vianney and St. Monica, etc.  

 

One afternoon, the parish priest was getting ready to hear confessions. As he entered the 

confessional room, which had a divider in it, he found a man already in the room waiting for him. 

The man told the parish priest, it has been 45 years since I have made my last confession. I am so 

impressed, how the things have changed. The confessional room is well lit, it has a nice easy chair 

to sit on, a bottle of scotch and some nice cigars; it was not this way the last time I went. The 

parish priest said, “yes, it is rather comfortable, but where you are sitting is my side of the 

confessional room.” 

Dear friends, confession is not a sacrament of condemning, but of consoling; like Jesus did in 

today’s Gospel. Even the priest hearing your confession is not perfect, but Jesus alone is. The 

nature of Jesus is not to condemn but to love. So, confession is not a sacrament to be scared of, but 

to be cared with the kindness and mercy of God. God understands our hearts more than anyone 

else in this world. Here, by not condemning, Jesus not only transformed the sinful woman but 

also many other men who went to her to sin and thus transforms the whole society.  

 

As we reflect about the Gospel and relate with our personal lives, we could be one among the 

crowds or the sinful woman/man, but Jesus has only one thing to tell us “Neither do I condemn 

you. Go, and from now on do not sin anymore.” Yes, dear friends, let us not be worried about what 

others say about us, but let us be worried about what Jesus would think about us and say about us 

and be sure, it is this thought that would take us to the realm of holiness. God Bless you.    


