
 
Dear Friends in Jesus Christ, 
  
Last weekend, through the Gospel Jesus was inviting us to acknowledge His kindness 
and mercy through repentance, otherwise reminded us about the fate of our lives that; 
“if you do not repent you will all perish.” In today’s Gospel through the parable of the 
prodigal son, Jesus explains to us about the outcome of not repenting and repenting. 
Repentance means, to get back to the love of God in its fullness.  
 
In the first part of the parable we see the prodigal son walks away from the love of his 
father and his will to the love and will of his own life in his great pride and enters into all 
kinds of trouble which worldly pleasures can offer to one. Here let us remember the 
warning of Jesus through the Gospel of Mathew 16:26, “what good will it be for 
someone to gain the whole world, yet loses their soul?” The prodigal son went to the 
extreme level of losing his life, by going after worldly pleasures, but we see he decided 
to humble himself to come back to God. The Gospel says that, coming to his senses he 
thought about the love of his father. Yes, dear friends, the true sense of God will begin 
to work in one person only in the attitude of humility, and it is in the attitude of pride one 
walks away from the love of God too.  
 
As we reflect about the parable, what is most consoling is the fact that the loving father 
never lost his hope in his son’s return, that the loving Father waited for him with a 
fattened calf like the wise virgins who waited for the bride-groom with enough oil to light 
their lamps. Yes, dear friends, even though we are sinners, even though we are 
rejected by everyone around us, do not forget to think about God who loves us for our 
sake and for our good-ness. At the same time, the parable reminds us that, we shall not 
postpone the opportunity to come back to the Lord right away, because tomorrow may 
not be ours. 
 
Again, what is most heart touching in the parable is the way the loving father treats the 
prodigal son upon his re-turn. He is not a stranger or secondary citizen after his re-turn, 
he is not blamed either by his father, but he is loved and cared the same way before. 
Even though the son acknowledges his unworthiness to be called as son; “Father, I 
have sinned against heaven and against you; I no longer deserve to be called your 
son,” the father accepts him as his own son with all privileges, freedom and authority of 
a son. 
 
Dear friends, through our sins, we may have walked miles away from God many times, 
but to come back to God and to His love requires only one step- REPENTANCE.  
A repentance like the good thief. But, do not forget to remember that, repentance is a 
miracle that should happen right at this time, not tomorrow, because tomorrow or the 
next hour is not guaranteed to us. Amen 


